PROJECT UPDATES E

A Play on Dartmoor (radio play writing project) - Took place
at Coombeshead College between July 28" and August 1%,
The participants made a play in five days after an inspiring
visit to the Moors. This year saw the return of many of the
participants from last yearOs project to develop old skills and
meet new people.

Shakespeare on Dartmoor - On September 19", as part of
the National TrustOs Revolution ©08 event for young
volunteers, Wild Nights Young Company were invited to
perform Shakespeare on Dartmoor in Ashclyst Forest on the
Killerton Estate. The Young Company found themselves
having to adapt to uneven soft ground and background noise
from generators. Nevertheless the evening was adjudged a
hit by everyone including Carly Mays who was in the
audience.

Dartmoor Resource taster evening B This was held on
September 22" and gave the volunteers who will be running
and creating the online resource and accompanying booklet,
the opportunity to meet each other and their tutors; and to
discuss what they would be learning and producing.

Everyone was excited to be part of a new and local web-
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... AN eXCIEing new online resource and
accompanying booklet . ...



Get Creative!

Get Creative was a new volunteer initiative teaching volunteers
to help run and devise workshops. In total the volunteer leaders
received three days of training from our Artistic Director Mark
Beeson, throughout June.

The final drama workshop was held on Saturday 5th July at
Moretonhampstead Parish Hall. Here the young volunteers took
a group of 8-16 year olds through several storytelling activities
and exercises which led into performances of polished
improvisations at the end of the session.

Dartfest 2008

Dartfest is an annual event in MED TheatreOs calendar and this
year Wild Nights Young Company will be performing on
Saturday the 6" of December.

The Young Company will be showing an original piece of work
reviving Shakespeare on Dartmoor, a comedy performance
written by the company itself. The second half of the evening
will feature a brand new original short play, a more serious
performance also created by the young people.

Further details to follow
Contact MED Theatre for more information:

Email: info@medtheatre.co.uk
Tel: 01647 441356

Our latest project at Wild Nights Young Company was an
adaptation of a play we wrote for Dartfest 2007- it was called
OShakespeare on DartmoorO. We performed it at Revolution C
in Ashclyst Forest.

In preparation for this, we extended and adapted our original
script of the play in order to incorporate more characters. The
plot consisted of Shakespeare travelling to Dartmoor, meeting
the Queen, falling in love and humiliating himself in a number
of farcical situations. The main characters included; William
Shakespeare, Sir Francis Drake, Sir Walter Raleigh, Queen
Elizabeth, Anne Hathaway, Christopher Marlowe and AnneOs
sister.

The final performance was a success, even though we were
not used to the surroundings and there were a couple of
incidents when some of the actors could not move the scenery,
i.e. when, mentioning no namesEEvie got pulled back on
stage by a rogue chair stuck in the mud. At least it was not
raining, but it was on Shakespeare, as he had many a eup jug
of water thrown on him.

Matt Holding, Chris Manning and Evie Faulkner




Clare Saunders, our Dartmoor Resource Education Worker, will be
delivering two one-off community workshops on Dartmoor myth-
making. The first will be in Belstone Village Hall on November 23rd

2- 5pm and the second will be in Moretonhampstead Parish Hall
on November th 30th, 2-5pm . These are free and open to adults and
children. Please contact MED Theatre on 01647 441356 to book a
place and become part of the ground-breaking Dartmoor Resource
project.

Although MED Theatre has started Dartmoor Resource, the project is
still open to new volunteers (18 and over) looking to be trained to
contribute to a community-based project about the history of theatre
on Dartmoor in relation to DartmoorOs environment and culture, past
and present. Courses will provide material for the website, the
booklet, and the marketing process for Dartmoor Resource. You donQ
need any prior experience b just enthusiasm and a bit of time to give
to the project. We can be flexible and fit around you. There is no
upper age limit, and you can choose which subject youOd prefer to
work on.

If youOre interested, or simply want to know more, please contact

or call us on )
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MED Theatre is pleased to welcomeE

Our new Education Officer into post, Abby
Stobart has joined us from a background of
acting and education-based work.
excited to be continuing and expanding on
the inspiring work MED Theatre carries out
with young people both in and out of schools.

I Sheis

MED Theatre is looking for 8-19 year olds to join
our drama clubs!

Junior Drama Club 8 -12 vears olds

Each session includes lots of fun drama activities as well as new
games and improvisations to try. The club takes place every other
Tuesday evening from 5.45-6.45pm at the MED Theatre studio in
Moretonhampstead. On alternate Tuesdays we run junior
playwriting for the same age group.

Wild Nights Young Company

Wild Nights Young Company is MED Theatre's young people's
company for 13-19 year olds. The group meets on Tuesday
evenings during term-time at the MED Theatre Studio in
Moretonhampstead, 7.00-9.00pm, and creates and manages its
own projects.

For further information and to join contact Mark by email or ring
01647 441356.



News from MarkE

Since the last newsletter a lot has happened. Carly has taken up her
new job with the National Trust at Greenway b though she was
helping with the performance of Shakespeare on Dartmoor at
Revolution O08 in mid-September just like old times.

We welcome two new members of staff B Abby Stobart, our new
education officer, who started on September 29", and lona
Gibbons, our company manager (weOve never had one of those
before!) who starts on November 3. Abby has already made an
impact with her enthusiasm and hard work, and we look forward to
lona completing the team. Laura Burton, a Theatre student from
Dartington, is currently with us on a work placement and has done a
great job, including supervising the production of this newsletter.

The Dartmoor Resource project, which involved the recruiting of a
website supervisor (Matt Barrow), an education worker (Clare
Saunders) and an animation supervisor (Sarah Vincent), as well as
five course tutors (Tom Greeves D research methods, Tony Walker
b website skills, Tanya Morel B animation, Wendy Brooking B
publishing/photography and Jackie Waddle B marketing), has finally
begun with around fifteen volunteers enrolled. The taster evening
was a success, and generated a good deal of excitement around
such a new, original and challenging idea.

Going forward, among other upcoming events, the reading for the

new community play about the winter of 1962-3 will be on Sunday
December 14™ in the MED Theatre Studio at 6.00-8.00pm.

Best Wishes Mark

News from AbbyE

| am glad to have the opportunity to introduce myself: | am the new
Education Officer for MED Theatre and am presently embarking on
my first few weeks in the position.

| would like to explain how | arrived at MED TheatreOs door. My
background is extremely arts based: | trained in Drama at Exeter
University and later gained an MA from East 15 Acting School.
When living in London over the following years, | explored a broad
range of work as an actor as well as in different areas of the
education sector. On leaving London | felt the need to return to my
roots, and the people and places that | consider my home. | also
felt a strong urge to escape the commercial world of the acting
industry in order to embrace a career in which | can be an enabler
or supporter of people. Now living in the South West and working
for MED Theatre | am happy to say that | have fulfilled both of these
wishes.

My objective as Education Officer is a simple one: to develop,
expand and run the education work of MED Theatre. On a personal
note, | would hope to do this by bringing new skills, fresh ideas and
an enthusiastic energy to take forward our work with young people
within schools, colleges and universities, as well as with the Junior
Drama Club and Wild Nights Young Company members.

| understand that my predecessor, Carly Mays, was very successful
in her education work for MED and | know she is greatly missed by
the whole company. | hope to live up to the high standards she has
set and | am already enjoying the challenge.

Best Wishes Abby




