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13th January, 2010

The Dartmoor community discovers the magic of the brown hare 

MED Theatre is piloting a brand new drama-movement workshop with local primary and secondary school students as well as members of the community in three stimulating workshops. The participants will delve into many aspects of the brown hare such as its appearance in local folkelore, symbols of the hare found in our culture, and the current decline of the hare on Dartmoor through storytelling, drama and movement exploration, thanks to funding from the Dartmoor National Park Authority. 

Members of the public are being invited to take part in a transgenerational community workshop held at Moretonhampstead’s King George V Sport and Community Centre on Wednesday 17th February. The Magic of the Hare is also being piloted exclusively to one primary school and one secondary school in the Dartmoor area.  The workshop has been developed by MED Theatre, a community theatre company based in Moretonhampstead on the edge of Dartmoor, who celebrate their education programme’s third year anniversary this January. The Magic of the Hare is the education arm of MED Theatre’s larger dance-drama project, Brown Hare. For The Magic of the Hare workshops, local dance artist and choreographer Rosalyn Maynard has mentored young movement student Daisy Martinez to create physical theatre motifs for the animal and its folkore and symbolism on Dartmoor, informed by the research of Dr Tom Greeves. Daisy said: “The hare is such a magical, inspiring being to explore, through both its natural history and its mythology in a landscape where its stories are so deeply embedded.” Further movement workshops have been held with local young people in Manaton and at CCANW at Haldon Forest. 

Those who take part in the workshops will learn about the cultural significance of the hare ton Dartmoor through hearing local folk tales, such as The Witch of Tavistock and The Hunted Hare. They will also explore how the three hare motif occurs internationally across cultures as far east as China, with one of the two greatest concentrations of these symbols being in Devon, mostly on Dartmoor. Local historian Tom Greeves has been working with MED Theatre’s education officer to provide the most up-to-date discoveries of the symbol of the hare in our different cultures. The current situation of the decline of the hare on Dartmoor will be explored through storytelling, exploration of movement and dance, and discussion. 

MED Theatre is due to give the first of the workshop pilots to Princetown Primary School in February. After the pilot has been completed MED Theatre will be touring The Magic of the Hare to schools across the Devon area. 

For more information on how to book a free place on the community workshop, please contact MED Theatre on 01647 441356, email abbystobart@medtheatre.co.uk, or visit the website www.medtheatre.co.uk.
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	NOTES FOR EDITORS


About MED Theatre:

MED Theatre came into being 21 years ago, when the former community group formalised to become a registered charity and permanent community theatre company. The company has grown and expanded to offer one large-scale community play, and several other projects throughout each year.  From August 2006, thanks to an investment from Futurebuilders England, MED Theatre has been able to offer educational projects to schools, including playwriting programmes for primary schools.   

MED Theatre is a Developmental Community Theatre Organisation based in the Dartmoor National Park. 

· MED Theatre uses theatre as a medium to bring together children, teenagers and adults to play and work together, so strengthening inter-generational relationships, vital in rural communities, where people depend on members of another generation.

· MED Theatre mixes local professional artists with community participants to create a unique model of community theatre which can be shared with other communities.

· By dramatizing serious social, scientific and environmental issues which affect our rural community, MED Theatre allows young and old to express how they feel about living on Dartmoor and increase each other’s understanding of how it affects them.

· MED Theatre promotes local distinctiveness and the cultural future through fostering outlets for original work about the surrounding area and increasing awareness of their cultural and environmental heritage and responsibilities amongst new generations

· MED Theatre supports artists from Dartmoor through employment, training, professional development and resources, allowing them to stay in the area rather than leave, so enriching the culture of the area.

· MED Theatre encourages new audiences for theatre through accessible work, delivered in their own community spaces, by people from their own community.

	For Further Information:
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