
THOSE WHO SERVED
TINNERS AND FARMERS

The war demanded enormous amounts of manpower. Two of the oldest local industries, tinning and farming, lost many of their workers to the armed forces. In the early days many joined 
voluntarily but, after conscription was introduced in 1916, others were forced to join up. The farmers made frequent appeals to keep their workers but the Newton Abbot Tribunals rarely 
relented. 
The army also requisitioned all the best horses that all the farms and many of the mines still relied on for motive power. The irony was that in 1917, with the Germans blockading Britain from 
imports, the country was down to six weeks’ supplies of food. The children were taken out of school  to help but the harvest was only saved when soldiers were sent to help.

FARM HORSES WERE REQUISITIONED SO WIFFORD FARM BOVEY 
TRACEY USED OXEN INSTEAD
(Photo courtesy of Colin Pearse)

BUDDLE BOYS AT VITIFER TIN MINE
(Photo courtesy of Tom Greeves)

GOLDEN DAGGER TIN-MINERS
(Photo courtesy of Tom Greeves)

TIN-MINERS GO TO WAR
Tin was mined on Dartmoor at the time of the war and was very demanding 
work. 
There were mine workings on the moor at places such as Hexworthy and 
Postbridge. The miners came from places all around Dartmoor, such as 
Ashburton, Moretonhampstead, South Zeal and Tavistock. They worked from 
Monday morning to Saturday lunch-time and slept in simple bunk-houses. They 
walked home on Saturday afternoon. Early on Monday morning they would be 
at work early after walking many miles back to the mines. 
The closest to Moretonhampstead were at Birch Tor, Golden Dagger and Vitifer 
in the valley below the Warren House Inn. Moretonians like George Austin, a 
miner, and Bartholomew Parker, a mason, worked there and continued again 
after the war into the 1930s.
From 1916 tin miners as well as other miners were conscripted to The Royal 
Engineers, often as Sappers who dug beneath enemy trenches to lay mines 
that were exploded as a prelude to major offensives such as at the Somme. The 
older tin miners stayed behind to keep the mines open to stop them flooding.

FELIX JACKMAN 1897-1918
Felix was the son of Rebecca, a widow, who farmed at Uppacott Farm between 
Moretonhampstead and Chagford. His mother appealed against his conscription 
at the Newton Abbot Rural Tribunal on the grounds that Felix was needed to 
help run the farm. His brother, Alfred, was already serving in the army. 
The appeal was turned down and Felix joined the 9th Battalion, Devonshire 
Regiment. He survived a number of tough campaigns at Ypres and in the Alps. 
In the last few weeks of the war his battalion was working hard to push German 
forces out of a forest in eastern France. Felix was hit by machine gun fire and 
died of his wounds on December 14th 1918, aged 21.

ERNEST WANNELL 1898-1917
Ernest was a cattle boy on his parents’  farm  at North Kingwell, Moretonhampstead. 
He joined the new 10th battalion, Devonshire Regiment at the start of the war. 
After training for the Western Front, they were actually sent to Greece to attack the 
Turks. But the Greeks would not let them leave the town of Salonika. The farming 
lads like Ernest used their farming skills to plant their own crops for food and became 
known as the ‘gardeners of Salonika’.
In late 1916 they moved north to attack the Bulgarians in mountainous countryside 
where the Bulgarians held the high ground. On February 10th 1917 in a courageous 
attack on a trench mortar that was ‘a source of much trouble’ Ernest was killed in 
action, aged 19.

ERNEST WANNELL
(Photo courtesy of Edward and Sylvia Pike)

Edward Thomas


