
THOSE WHO RETURNED

WESTERN TIMES FEBRUARY 24TH 1922
‘Jimmy German, jun., who has been rendered a physical wreck, owing to his 
hardships when a prisoner of war in Germany is now in hospital with pneumonia 
and pleurisy. A speedy recovery is wished for.’

Jimmy had been the first Moretonian to be taken prisoner after being captured on 
Hill 60. He had returned after nearly four years  as a POW with ‘some stirring tales 
to tell of his treatment by the Huns’. 

His family ran a rag-and-bone shop ‘J J German’ at No. 7 Court St. His mother is 
pictured above outside the shop with Jimmy’s brother Harry. There were three other 
sons and seven daughters in a small cottage that has the date 1631 above it.

Unfortunately, Jimmy never recovered his health and died in March 1922. In a tragic 
sequel the family moved to run a business in Exeter but lost everything they had in 
the blitz of May 1942. They returned to Moretonhampstead.

THE OLD COMRADES
‘After the war all the men who had returned victorious banded together to form an Old 
Comrades Association (the forerunner of the British Legion) and outings were organised 
during the summer months. A certain amount of drinking took place during their travels 
and most arrived back in a very happy condition.’
(George Friend ‘Memories of Moretonhampstead’)

HARDSHIP AND COMRADESHIP
After the Armistice of November 11th 1918, the war did not come to end for those who had served or their families. 
For some their physical and mental suffering took a long time to come to terms with and some never did. Yet there was also a lasting feeling of comradeship among the veterans who could 
often be seen sitting by the war memorial to chat about their shared experiences and organise a charabanc excursion.

Wilfred Owen

WIDOW’S WAR GRATUITY
Frank Huxtable RN of Lime St. 
Moretonhampstead was drowned when his 
ship was sunk in January 1915. His widow 
Kate was left with two boys and only received 
a war gratuity in 1919. It was for £5 or about 
£200 today.

SURVIVED BUT AFFECTED FOR LIFE
Reg Mardon (see Those Who Served:Soldier board) 
returned home in 1919 and married Margaret Mann, 
the sister of his army mate Bill. He ran a successful 
grocer ‘s shop for many year in Bovey Tracey. But his 
war wounds meant that they could never have children 
and he died aged only 57.

MRS AGGETT AT LONG BUILDINGS, DOCCOMBE 
WHO NURSED HER SON, HUBERT, AS HE DIED 
OF TB FROM HIS WAR SERVICE.

EXTRACT FROM THE RECORDS OF THE LOCAL LODGE OF 
THE ROYAL ANTEDILUVIAN ORDER OF BUFFOLOES
(Courtesy of Edward and Sylvia Pike)


