
MORETONHAMPSTEAD IN 2014:THE LEGACY
MORE HOUSES, CARS AND TREES: BENEFIT OR LOSS?

The effects of the war can be seen all around us. In Moretonhampstead there are houses lived in today that were built as ‘homes fit for heroes’ for the returning servicemen and their families. 
Unlike the old cottages they had modern washing and toilet facilities while their attached gardens helped to provide families with food during the tough economic times after the war.  The 
allotments set up during the 1917 food crisis have also been very productive, not least in the next world war. 
A significant increase in road traffic passing through the ‘gateway to the moor’ also began after the war. The mass-production methods introduced for military production in the war helped to 
make motor vehicles much more affordable after it.
Finally, the surrounding landscape changed with the mass planting of conifers in the Teign Valley and on the moorland encouraged by the Forestry Commission set up in 1919 to replenish the 
timber stock used up in the war.

MOUNT PLEASANT (above) AND EMBLEFORD CRESCENT 
(below) BUILT AFTER THE WAR WITH ‘HOMES FIT FOR 
HEROES’ IN MORETONHAMPSTEAD

1917
Devon County Council wanted to issue an order limiting the speed of motor cars through the streets. 
Moreton council did not think this appropriate as the police had the powers to deal with anyone driving at 
dangerous speeds.
Mr Gray of The White Horse requested ‘a motor stand’ in the centre of town and the Council agreed to a 
parking site for 2 cars in The Square on the east side of the lamp post.
1921
A resident, Mrs Hill, wrote a letter complaining that mud had been thrown against her house by motors 
when they drove through a pit outside her house.
1927
Motorists passing through the town complained that the signs to Chagford and Okehampton ‘keep 
disappearing’.
1928 
A complaint received about unnecessary dust during the tar spraying of Fore Street.
The County Council plan to put down white lines in The Square to stop parking there.
The road between Kings Bridge and the Old Exeter Road to be widened following a complaint from Mr 
Bow that there was not enough room for 2 small cars to pass.
The Council to write to the County Council asking for a path between Forder Corner & Chagford Cross as 
with increased motor traffic it was ‘a dangerous place to walk.’
The Devon Gas Company agreed to light 39 lamps in the town one hour after sunset to help motorists & 
extinguish them at 10.30 pm.
1930 
The hamlet of Doccombe, near Moretonhampstead, had one public lamp. In past winters the lamp was 
only on when the lamp lighter heard a cart come along, at which times he rushed out, lit the oil lamp, and 
blew it out when it had passed. There were complaints that he did not always light it soon enough now 
before a motor vehicle had passed!.

MORETONHAMPSTEAD PARISH ALLOTMENTS  BEGUN IN 
THE WAR TO HELP WITH FOOD PRODUCTION.
Photo courtesy of the late Peter Collier)

THE TEIGN GORGE SEEN FROM CLIFFORD BRIDGE BEFORE THE PLANTING 
OF CONIFERS AFTER THE WAR.
(Photo courtesy of Baz Payne)

EXTRACTS FROM MORETONHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES SHOWING THE 
IMPACT LOCALLY OF MORE ROAD TRANSPORT AFTER THE WAR. SUCH ISSUES HAVE 
GONE ON EVER SINCE.

THE SQUARE IN 1915 (above) AND IN 2012 (below). SPOT THE 
DIFFERENCES.
(Lower photo courtesy of Barry Hocken)


