
THOSE WHO SERVED: SAILOR

GEORGE JEFFERY BENNETT RN 1884-1917: SURVIVED A SINKING AND DIED UNDER A TRAIN
Private PLY/11509, Royal Marines Light Infantry, Royal Navy. Born in Chagford and resident in Moretonhampstead. Son of George, builder’s mason, and Anna (née Jeffery) of Cross Street. 
Brother of Samuel who died in action in Belgium in 1917 and William (RN) who died in action in 1939.
George began work as a mason with his father before joining the Royal Marines Light Infantry in 1902. He served on eighteen different ships and his last two were both sunk. HMS Avenger, an 
armed merchant cruiser, was torpedoed by a German submarine and sunk off the West Shetlands on June 14th 1917. Fortunately, George and all but one of its complement were rescued. 
Reassigned to HMS Champagne, an auxiliary cruiser, George had a fatal accident while on leave, aged 32. In a tragic sequel HMS Champagne was sunk by a U-boat off the Isle of Man just 
four days later with the loss of 58 of her complement of 305. He is for ever honoured in grave F033, St. Andrew’s Church, Moretonhampstead.

MORETONHAMPSTEAD MARINE KILLED AT NEWTON STATION
At the inquest into the circumstances attending the death of Pte. George 
Bennett, RMLI, of Moretonhampstead, who met his death by falling under a 
moving train at Newton Station on Friday night, the mother, Mrs Ann Bennett, 
said her son George was saying “Good-bye” to her through the carriage window 
of the Moretonhampstead train on Platform 9 at Newton Abbot Railway Station 
before catching his own train to Plymouth. As her train moved out, he slipped 
and fell under it. 
Two railwaymen on the station stated that the deceased was on the footboard, 
and on stepping off when the train was in motion, staggered and fell betwen two 
coaches, two of which ran over his legs.
Dr. Grimbly attributed death to shock sustained from the severe injuries, the 
legs being practically amputated.
 A verdict of “Accidental Death” was returned, and an expression of sympathy 
passed to his relatives.
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