
THOSE WHO WROTE: REACTIONS TO THE WAR
CRUSADING FOR DIFFERENT CAUSES

Beatrice Chase and John Galsworthy shared an interest in the ‘Kitty Jay’ story but reacted very differenty to the war. Beatrice Chase through her instigation of the tradition of leaving flowers 
on Jay’s Grave provided practical consolation for loss in the immediate baftermath of the war. By contrast the legacy of Galsworthy’s compassionate and literary contributions at the time and 
his encouragement to other writers have only recently been fully appreciated. 

BEATRICE CHASE: ‘THE LADY OF THE MOOR’ 1874-1955
Beatrice Chase, the pen name of Olive Katherine Parr, and her mother moved to Venton 
near Widecombe for health reasons. Allegedly her fiancé (so far unidentified) died during the 
war and possibly in response - as a devout Catholic - she began a ‘crusade’ to encourage 
all servicemen to be ‘pure and noble’.

She prayed for her ‘Knights of the White Crusade’ in a small chapel at Venton and 
corresponded with them and their families. Their names were put on a Roll of Honour and 
she wrote books about them called ‘White Knights of Dartmoor’ and ‘Tales of my Knights 
and Ladies’. Her chapel became a shrine to them, adorned with medals and souvenirs: a 
Military Cross and DSO came from a man convinced his safe return from Vimy Ridge was 
due to her prayers.

After the war the chapel became a popular place of pilgrimage and Chase’s Dartmoor-
themed books sold very well. She loved the title ‘The Lady of the Moor’ given to her by John 
Oxenham. But the ‘Knights of the White Crusade’ on returning from the war waned in their 
enthusiasm, especially when asked to take a vow of chastity!

She tried to revive her ‘Purity Crusade’ in the next war but had fallen out of favour. Her 
death went almost unnoticed: she is buried in Widecombe churchyard.

“MY DEAR, DEAR LADYE,
...I am sending you a little Rosary. It was blessed by the 
Bishop of Liège and in the possession of a young French 
lady who has been in German occupied territory for four 
years. During that time, although she has magnificent 
physical attributes and is above the ordinary in looks and 
style, the Rosary has protected her from the contaminating 
influences of the Hun. ...
I have recently given her protection, I am sorry to say, from 
some of our fellows and in gratitude she presented me with 
the Rosary. The service I had rendered was what only a 
true Knight would have done. May I, in all temerity, offer it 
to you.
I shall always render my grateful homage to My Lady of the 
Moor and pray that the splendid influence she imparts may 
spread everywhere.
Ever devotedly,....”

BEATRICE CHASE’S HOUSE AND CHAPEL AT VENTON

BEATRICE CHASE AT HER ‘POET’S CORNER’, 
DARTMOOR (ACTUAL LOCATION UNKNOWN)

EXTRACT FROM A LETTER TO BEATRICE CHASE 
FROM A SOLDIER IN 1918. REPRODUCED IN HER 
BOOK ‘WHITE KNIGHTS OF DARTMOOR’

John Galsworthy


